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This forum

 NOT training. This is about networking & sharing.
 The quality of the session depends on you –

please have cameras and audio on and 
participate 

 Thematic
 Half termly
 Please look after yourselves
 Notes/Slides – https://sendforum.lgfl.net
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https://sendforum.lgfl.net

 Tackling extremism 
 Having courageous 

conversations with parents
 DSL Wellbeing
 Bruising & Injuries
 Exploitation
 Bereavement 
 Self Injurious Behaviour
 Sexualised Behaviour
 Personal & Intimate Care
 Online Safety
 Child on Child abuse

Disabled Children & Neglect

3.4 times 
more likely to 
be abused.

3.8 times 
more likely to 
be neglected.

(Sullivan and Knutson 2000)
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Why do SEND children experience 
neglect more?
“The persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological
needs, likely to result in the serious impairment of the child’s health or development.
Neglect may occur during pregnancy as a result of maternal substance abuse. Once a
child is born, neglect may involve a parent or carer failing to:

• provide adequate food, clothing, and shelter (including exclusion from home or 
abandonment)

• protect a child from physical and emotional harm or danger
• ensure adequate supervision (including the use of inadequate caregivers)
• ensure access to appropriate medical care or treatment
• provide suitable education

It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic emotional needs.”
(Working Together to Safeguard Children)

What does Neglect of disabled 
children look like?

Medical 
neglect

Nutritional 
neglect

Emotional 
neglect

Educational 
neglect

Physical 
neglect

Lack of 
supervision 

and guidance
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1. How do we distinguish between the inherent challenges of a child’s impairment 
(e.g., poor muscle tone, weight loss or regulation issues) and indicators of neglect?

2. To what extent have you provided training on this to staff to increase their 
curiosity, and subsequently recognition?

3. If you search your current Safeguarding Policy for the word "disability," is there 
specific, actionable guidance on how neglect manifests differently for these 
pupils?

4. If a child with a profound communication impairment wanted to tell you they 
were hungry, cold, or worried, do your systems in school allow them to do that 
(i.e. are they accessible to all pupils)?

Over to you!

Links shared by delegate

• https://www.hampshirescp.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2022/03/HSCP-Neglect-Toolkit-What-a-child-needs-
Visual-Guide-Jan-2021.pdf - this comes with a template of questions 
to ask - on the website there are questionnaires for all ages 
https://www.hampshirescp.org.uk/professionals/toolkits/neglect-
toolkit/practical-tools/day-in-my-life-tools/

• Graded Care Profile 2 (NSPCC neglect assessment tool) – CHECK IF 
YOUR LCSP has purchased, as you will require training to use it -
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/services-children-
families/implementation-support-for-nspcc-services/graded-care-
profile-2-gcp2
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How do we distinguish between the 
inherent challenges of a child’s impairment 
and indicators of neglect?

• Being aware of and avoiding confirmation bias – this is highly prevalent, whereby SEND children 
can be over medicalised, and concerns are only interpreted in the context of their 
impairment/condition.

• Being familiar with learners so you can indicators outside of their ‘normal’ presentation.
• Documenting clearly what normal looks like for SEND pupils and how their care needs should be 

met.
• Having a good relationship with parents – having the same clothes every day, is this from neglect, 

or because a child refuses to change. Being supportive rather than accusatory.
• Being open minded about a child’s presentation. Finding the cause for weight loss. Bereavement 

in the family leading to poor diet.
• Family link worker – support for grants etc, supporting parents SEND. Clarifying acronyms to make 

it easier. Ensuring parents understand the needs to their child. Helping develop strategies and 
scaffolding for how to approach the needs for their needs.

• Working with other professionals as well as the family, to share information and agree a view.

Do your systems in school allow ALL 
children to communicate that they are not 
OK?

• Eye gaze equipment
• Symbols on devices and teaching pupils how to interpret their biological sensations and feelings
• ACC boards – choices
• Zones of regulation continually taught to children
• Sensory rooms to allow them to self-regulate and understand that the emotional needs changing 
• Working with other professionals to discuss how children are and recognise issues

• https://www.kelly-mahler.com/product/the-interoception-curriculum-a-step-bystep-guide-to-
developing-mindful-self-regulation/

• https://www.autism.org.uk/learn/knowledge-hub/professional-practice/interoception-wellbeing
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Practice Principles

1. Policy clarity

2. Staff training – reflects your pupils and community, explore bias, rights-based 
approach and developing curiosity skills

3. Look for neglect and name it (may not be a binary situation)

4. Holistic assessments of need & clear individual plans

5. Attendance – robust links to safeguarding response

6. Context is critical – what do we know about the child and family?

7. Empowering pupils – especially communication skills

8. Multi-agency working

9. Child’s lived experience at center

10. Consider the support that families need and build local networks

11. Strengths based practice with families –consider the language used around 
neglect as most parents do not ‘understand’ this term. Most adults think about 
neglect in very narrow terms, and so this term can be unhelpful.

12. Support to have courageous conversations with parents

https://lgfl.net/sites/default/files/LgflNet/images/online-
safety/disabled%20children%20and%20neglect%20A3.jpg
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https://neglect.lgfl.net

https://safetraining.lgfl.net
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Next Session

https://sendforum /   https://safetraining.lgfl.net

13th May 2026

AI in the Classroom - improving teaching and learning with SEND pupils

Keep in touch

Social Media: @lgflsafeguarded
Newsletter: safenewsletter.lgfl.net
Main portal: safeguarding.lgfl.net
SEND Forum site: sendforum.lgfl.net
IncludED site: included.lgfl.net
Resources: saferesources.lgfl.net
Training: safetraining.lgfl.net
Email: safeguarding@lgfl.net

https://sendsafe.lgfl.net
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