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Recording Concerns of Neglect 
 

Remember, the definition of neglect includes the key concepts of ‘persistence’ and a ‘failure to meet a child’s needs … likely 
to result in serious impairment to their health or development.’ So, your records need to convey this. See 
https://neglect.lgfl.net for more information about neglect, including the 6 different forms. 

Here are some general points to also consider:  

• Be as specific as you can be, using clear examples and language that paints a picture of what the child is 
experiencing 

• Frequency of concern/s – How long have you been concerned? How often are the concerns occurring? Are there 
any patterns? 

• Severity - How have the concerns impacted on the child or what is the likely impact? Consider all domains of child 
development including what we understand about cumulative harm and what a child’s behaviour may be telling 
you. 

• Include the child’s voice either through their language and/or behaviour 
• Any vulnerabilities associated with the child. 
• Any protective factors. 

The following pages provide examples of how to strengthen written descriptions about concerns of neglect, however this 
guidance and the tips above can be related to all safeguarding reports. 
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